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God's Indescribable Gift by bwight Addington

It wasachallengingtime. It wasascary timefor the people of
God. It wasavery uncertaintimethat God the Holy Spirit spoke
through the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah lived from about 740 BCto
680 BC, and helivedin the southern part of Isragl, during atime
when the northern part of | sragl was being chewed up and assimi-
lated by theAssyrians.

But God had aplan - as God awayshasaplan. Eventhough
God's plan wasn'’t going to happen for sometime, God wanted his
peopleto haveaword of hope. So 700 years beforehand, God
foretold the Christmas story by choosing aprophet named Isaiahto tell theworld about an
amazing baby who would be born the Prince of Peace.

Thewordsarevery familiar to us- wordsthat George Frederic Handel made even more
famousby immortalizing themin hisfamousHa lelujah chorus. “For unto usachildisborn,
to usaSonisgiven, and the government will be upon Hisshoulders. And Hewill becalled
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

Namesare considered important by most people. During thetimethat scripturewas
written, therewas a purpose behind the name that onewasgiven.

Hewould be Emmanuel - God withus! God with usduring the great timesof lifeand
God with uswhen our world wasfalling apart! God with uswhenwewere*up” and God
with uswhenwewere“down”! Every saint of God needsto draw deep comfort, strength
and hopefrom thefact that Emmanuel hascome!

Oneof thefour names God told I saiah that this baby would be known by was* Prince of
Peace’”. Hewould cometo bridge the gap that separated God from man. Hewould come
to bring peaceto the heart of God's creation. Hewould cometo help make peace possible
between warring factions- and between neighbors.

Yes, God had aplan! Hisplan still worksfor those who will embracethe Onewho was
sent! And Emmanud will help usduring timesof uncertainy! Hewill never err, Hewill never
lack the power Heneeds. Hewill never need abailout and Hewill bereliableto each and
every generation!

Asyou cel ebrate this Christmas season, be sure to contempl ate the Onewhom came...
and then thank God for Hisindescribable gift!

Dwight Addington serves as the pastor of Crossroads Wesleyan Church and is a board
member of LCA.

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”

Edmund Burke
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Theday before Election Day, the Associated Pressran
agtory withtheheadline, “ Half of AmericansWill be
Disappointed on Wednesday.”

Itdidn’t takealot of deep analysisto cometo that
conclusion, giventhat in recent presidentia eections, the
nation hasbeen closeto evenly split.

Whatever your thoughts about the outcome of the
presidential or congressional elections, pro-family voters
herein Pennsylvaniaand nationally haveto begreatly
pleased with the Marriage Protection Amendment victories
inArizona, FHloridaand Cdifornia. | certainly am.

And those victoriesnow bring to 30 the number of
stateswith constitutional ammendments protecting mar-
riage. Pennsylvaniaisnot yet amongthem.

| am especially proud of my colleaguesfor theleader-
ship they brought inwinning these most recent amendment
battles. All threewerefighting against theodds, in places
they said it could not be done, and yet they prevailed.

The Sunshine State. In Florida, my counterpart John
Stemberger of the FloridaFamily Council and themarriage
coalition faced huge challenges. They gathered morethan
92,000 signatureson petitionsto even get the amendment
ontheballot.

Aneven bigger hurdlewasFlorida'srequirement that
constitutional amendments pass by asupermgjority. They
needed at |east 60 percent of thevotefor ratification.

I must admit, I had my doubts, especially because
same-sex “marriages’ advocatesin other stateshad
successfully scared senior citizensinto believing that
marriage amendmentswould somehow hurt them. Seniors
vote, and Floridahasahuge senior citizen population.

But when the numberscamein on election night,
marriage prevailed, and by a62 percent to 38 percent
margin. Floridavoterssaid“yes’ toaMarriage Protection
Amendmernt.

Bouncing Back. InArizona, my colleague Cathi
Herrod at the Center for Arizona Policy never waveredin
her effortsto protect marriagein her state.

Againgt All Odds by Michael Geer
Family Policy Councils Lead Marriage Amendment Efforts

After suffering avery closelosson an amendment
battlein 2006, Herrod led an against-the-odds battlein
theArizonalegidature, with many upsand downs, to
get the Marriage Protection Amendment back onthe
ballot for 2008.

Many thought it wasafutileeffort, but with much
prayer, thestronginvolvement of pastorsand churches,
and effective messaging and leadership, Arizonavoters
said“yes’ to protecting marriage by a56 percent to 44
percent margin.

Cdifornia, Here We Come. Thanksto a strong
petition effort, aMarriage Protection Amendment was
scheduled for avote on the November 2008 ballot,
even beforethe California Supreme Court ordered the
legalization of same-sex “marriage.”

Ron Prentice of the CaliforniaFamily Council and
chairman of the“Yeson 8’ campaign knew the battle
would betough. Hebegan early toraiseafunding base
to counter the big money that would comefrom Holly-
wood. Histeam worked with pastorsand churches
and crafted amessage detailing theeffectson families,
education and religiousliberty.

Notableisthe overwhelming support for the Mar-
riage Protection Amendment fromAfrican-American
voters, whoseturnout was enhanced by the Obama
candidacy. Exit pollsindicated that morethan 70
percent of these voters supported the marriage amend-
ment - amargin perhaps sufficient to have put it over
thetop. It passed 52 percent to 48 percent.

Andwith that, some of those disappointed on
Wednesday morning, November 5, cantake some
solacein agood election night outcome. Weherein
Pennsylvanianeed to keep our resolvethat we, too, can
protect marriage, despitethe odds.

Michael Geer is president of the Pennsylvania
Family Institute and an Aavisor to L CA.
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Lancaster County ACTION Quarterly Breakfast Meeting
Saturday, January 10, 2009

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM
L eola Restaurant, 365 West Main &, Leola
Speaker: Jeff Coleman

Topic: Grace & Truth: Essentials in Christian Activism

Jeff Coleman is the president of Churchill Stretegies, a creative communications
firm in Harrisburg. The son of missionary parents and a graduate of Liberty
University, Jeff is a former member of the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives. He and his wife Rebecca attend Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Lancaster and live in Hershey with their daughter, Anna Grace.
For more information visit their website at www.churchhillmedia.org

Pleasereserveyour seat at the quarterly breakfast by calling theACTION office (717-569-0148)
by Wednesday, January 7, 2009. The cost is$10.00 per person. Pre-registrationisstrongly encouraged.

A Message from the Treasurer - Is Your Membership Current?

Please take a moment to make certain that your membership is current, by looking at the mailing label on this newsletter to
seeif your dues are up-to-date. The number “2009” should appear in the parenthesis on thelabel. If it does not, please fill
out the form below and mail to:

Lancaster County ACTION, Office of the Treasurer, 1939 MariettaAvenue, Lancaster, PA 17603

clip and send

O 1 would like to begin/renew ($20.00 per household) my membership in Lancaster County ACTION.
(Please make check payable to Lancaster County ACTION.)

I’dliketo volunteer for thefollowing ACTION Committe(s):

O Church Contact/Prayer O FundRaising O Legidativelssues O Newsletter O School District Coordinator
O Education O Growth/Membership O Library O Quarterly Breskfast [0  Voter Guides

Name: Phone Number:

Street: City: State: Zip:

Township: Polling Place:

E-mail address;
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Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man,
in whom there is no salvation. - Psalm 146:3 (ESV)
Theday after theelections, my wiferead thisona
blog: “ Today remindsmethat most of lifehasnothingto
dowithgovernment. ... Most of lifeisnot government,

and most Americansput littletrustin our * princes.””
(JohnMark Reynoldsat www.scri ptoriumdaily.com).

Andthat'ssotrue! Weall woke up the morning
after thedection, still in Pennsylvania, with our livesand
our familiesreatively unchanged.

Butit'salsotruethat we areto pray for our govern-
ment because laws can affect our ability tolive* quiet
and peaceablelives...” (1 Timothy 2:2) Thisfactis
especialy true closer to home, at the stateand local
levels

Thanks to our Voter's Guide, | trust that our
readers were not surprised to find the less publi-
cized “down ticket” races on their ballots when
they entered the voting booth.

In additionto anew president, we also elected 19
congressional representativesto send to Washington,
plus 203 representativesto the PennsylvaniaHouse and
25 (of 50) state senatorsto makelawsin our state
capitol.

Of Pennsylvania'scongressional delegation, severd
incumbentsfaced siff challenges- including anationally
watched race between controversia incumbent, Rep.
John Murtha, D - Johnstown, and newcomer, Lt. Col.
Bill Russell (USARTret.).

However, only one congressman | ost hisseat: Phil
English, R - Erie. Interestingly, thewinner wasKathy
Dahlkemper, who campaigned asapro-life, pro-gun-
rightsDemocrat.

Onthat statelevel, the balance of power has not
changed muchin our PennsylvaniaGeneral Assembly,
although wewill see some new facesdueto retirement
and someincumbentslosing their seats.

Senate Republicanswill increasetheir mgjority (30-
20) by onein 2009 after picking up the open Beaver
County seat of retiring Democrat Gerald LaValle.

{ Most of Lifeis NOT Government! by Thomas J. Shaheen

Oneof those 30 seatsisthat of recently deceased
Sen. James Rhoades, R-Schuylkill, for which aspecia
€l ection must be held to elect anew senator for the
district. After the Rhoades' seat isdecided, the state
Senatewill haveeight new faces.

Democratsretain control of the state Houseand
increased their mgjority to makeit 104-99. Some27
new memberswill beinthe state House because of 22
open seatsand fiveincumbent defeats on Election Day.

What do any of these numbers mean for you,
your family and your church? What does it mean
for the Pennsylvania Family Institute’s priority
issues?

Good family policiesare advanced or blocked at the
committeeleve. Conversdly, lawsthat are harmful to
familiesor liberty canliveor dieat thecommittee stage.

Themagjority party appointsthe powerful committee
chairmen. Thus, wewill likely seelittlechangeinHouse
committee chairmen because Democratstill hold the
magority.

In the 2007-2008 session, this setup was bad news
for Pennsylvanianswho wanted achancetovoteona
marriage amendment, as 30 states have done.

Did you get anew staterepresentative or state
senator? Introduceyourself to them. Reintroduce
yoursdlf toyour returning legidators. Asfor us, wewill
continuetowork to protect life, family and religious
liberty - with your help.

“Show proper respect to everyone: Love the
brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the
king.” (1 Peter 2:17).

Thomas J. Shaheen is vice president for policy of the
Pennsylvania Family Institute.
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A Step Obama Should Not Take Lancaster New Era, Editorial

“Well, thefirst thing I’ d do as president issign the Freedom of ChoiceAct. That'sthefirstthingI’d do.” —Barack
Obama, July 17, 2007, to ameeting of the Planned Parenthood A ction Fund

That’sone promise President elect Obama should not keep.

In hisvictory speech on Nov. 5, Obamasaid the Democratic Party would take power “with ameasure of humility
and determination to heal the dividesthat have held back our progress.”

L ater inthe speech, hesaid, “ To those Americanswhose support | haveyettoearn ... | hear your voices, | need
your help. And | will beyour president, too.”

If those words are morethan rhetoric, Obamashould resist callsfrom his party’sabortion lobby to sign the Freedom
of ChoiceAct.

Thisextremist federal measure would repeal anationwide ban on theinfanticide known as partia-birth abortion.
FOCA'ssponsorsin House and Senate, who call it an effort to secure the Supreme Court invented right to abortion of
Roev. Wade, acknowledgeit will dothat.

What they don’t mention aresimilarly extremist effectsinherent in the measure sdeclaration of abortion asa“funda
mental right,” and itsmandatethat no government, at any level, “interferewith awoman’sright to choose.”

Such*interferences’ could well include:

- lawsin Pennsylvaniaand 35 other statesthat require parental involvement in aminor’sdecisionto abort;

- “informed consent” lawshereandin 25 other statesthat require providing information about fetal devel opment
to any woman considering an abortion; and

- “conscience” provisions, which permit institutionsthat oppose abortionto refuseto offer them. Somefear this
could causethe shutdown of religious hospitalsthat refuseto perform abortions.

With these aspects of FOCA and the potential for an Obamaexecutive order requiring taxpayersto fund abortionsin
mind, Cardina Francis George, the president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, warned Obamalast month
not to gotoo far in gppeasing his pro-abortion supporters.

“Aggressively pro-abortion policies, legidation and executive orderswill permanently aienatetensof millionsof
Americans, and would be seen by many asan attack on thefree exercise of their religion,” George said.

FOCA isabout asaggressively pro-abortion asone can get. Signing into law, especialy inabig hurry tokeep an
abortion-providing specia interest happy, would contradict Obama'scall for anonparti san government.

ThePartia-Birth Abortion Ban Act, passed in October 2003, signed into law early thefollowing November and
upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court last year, illustratesjust how extreme astep passing FOCA would be.

The banned procedureinvolves puncturing awell-devel oped fetus' skull before pullingit from thewomb. Thisiswhy
thelate Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, an abortion-rights supporting New York Democrat, called it “too closeto
infanticide” and supported previous measures seeking to banit.

It'salsowhy it passed 281-142 inthe U.S. House of Representatives and 64-34 in the Senate, with backing from
abortion rights supporters such as Pennsylvania sArlen Specter and Delaware's Joe Biden, thelatter now vice presi-
dent-elect.

Early signing of FOCA would resemble adisastrous gaffe made early in thelast Democratic president’ sfirst term,
when President Bill Clinton sought toimposeagay-friendly policy ontheU.S. military.

Inthat case, Clinton had to retreat, but the damage was done. Heno longer appeared to be the moderate Democrat
he had played during his 1992 campaign and hisparty lost control of both the houses of Congressinthe next election.

Obamashould heed thewarnings. Avoid extremism, particularly on social issues. Don’'t sign the Freedom of Choice
Act, theabortionindustry’sfavoritehbill.
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|saiah 9:6-7

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given and the
government shall be upon his shoulders. And He will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace
there will be no end!” What a great passage to think about
during the Christmas season and as we begin the new year.
Elections will come and go, politicians will come and go, but the
great thing is that thru it al, Christ’s kingdom is increasing and
of his kingdom there shall be no end.

From al of us at Lancaster County ACTION, have a great
Christmas season and a Prosperous New Year!
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